Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 04241 141207Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 TRSE-00 /063 W 

141208Z 061857/44 

R 141136Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6671 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 4241 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, MILI, IS, JA 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO ISRAEL OF JAPANESE DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER 

1 . JAPANESE DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER HAMADA VISITED 
ISRAEL JUNE 6-9. HIS VISIT WAS DESCRIBED TO US BY THE 
JAPANESE EMBASSY (DCM SUGIUCHI) AS ESSENTIALLY A PERSONAL 
AND INFORMATION VISIT. SUGIUCHI SAID THAT HAMADA. ONE 

OF THE FEW MEMBERS OF THE DIET SYMPATHETIC TO ISRAEL, 

HAD EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN VISITING TO THE ISRAELI 
AMBASSADOR IN TOKYO. AN INVITATION WAS EXTENDED, WHICH 
WAS ACCEPTED ON THE CONDITION THAT HE ALSO VISIT EGYPT 
AND ARRANGE HIS TRIP IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL TO EUROPE 
INORDER TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF HIS VISIT HERE. 

HE VISITED EGYPT BEFORE COMING TO ISRAEL, AND ON 
DEPARTURE WENT ON TO BRUSSELS FOR A VISIT TO NATO AND 
THEN TO PARIS FOR THE AIR SHOW. 

2. DURING HIS FOUR DAYS IN ISRAEL, HAMADA MET WITH 
DEFENSE MINISTER PERES AND FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON. 

HE DID NOT MEET WITH ANY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
PROSPECTIVE LIKUD GOVERNMENT. HE VISITED THE ISRAEL 
AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES FACTORY AND TOURED INSTALLATIONS 
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OF THE THREE ARMED SERVICES. HE DID NOT VISIT THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

3. THE JAPANESE EMBASSY CONSIDERS HIS VISIT TO HAVE 
BEEN VERY IMPORTANT BECAUSE HE IS THE HIGHEST RANKING 
JAPANESE OFFICIAL EVER TO VISIT ISRAEL. HAMADA TOLD 
THE ISRAELIS THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES SHOULD 
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PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THEIR BILATERAL RELATIONS, 
ALTHOUGH HE SAID THIS COULD NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE 
OF JAPANESE RELATIONS WITH THE ARABS. THE MFA DIRECTOR 
FOR ASIAN AFFAIRS (HORAM) TOLD US, ON THE OTHER HAND, 
THAT ISRAEL DID NOT ATTACH TOO MUCH IMPORTANCE TO THE 
VISIT.ALTHOUGH THE ISRAELIS WERE ENCOURAGED AND 
HOPED TO HAVE ADDITIONAL VISITS FROM JAPAN. HAMADA'S 
VISIT DID NOT RECEIVE MUCH PRESS COVERAGE, ALTHOUGH 
THE JAPANESE EMBASSY WAS CONCERNED THAT IT HAD 
RECEIVED ANY AT ALL. 

4. COMMENT: JAPANESE DIPLOMATS HERE HAVE FREQUENTLY 
COMPLAINED TO US OF THEIR INABILITY TO GET ANYTHING 
MORE THAN A MINIMUM APPRECIATION IN TOKYO FOR THE 
ISRAELI SITUATION. THEHAMADA VISIT CAN THEREFORE 
BE SEEN AS A MINOR TRIUMPH FOR THE JAPANESE EMBASSY'S 
PERSISTENT EFFORTS TO GET A LITTLE ATTENTION. 

LEWIS 
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